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Election/Restrictions 

1 . Newly submitted claims 38-41 are directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: The newly 
presented claims are considered properly restricted under a 
combination/subcombination relationship 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 38-41 are withdrawn from consideration 
as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 
821.03. 

2. This application contains claims drawn to an invention nonelected with traverse. 
A complete reply to the final rejection must include cancellation of nonelected species or 
other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) See MPEP § 821.01. Applicants elected the 
specie of SiC. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 14,15,23,24,30-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by 
or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Japanese document 10- 
228974 and 07-328360, each taken alone, for reasons of record. 

Applicants' argument that Japanese document '974 fails to teach recrystallized 
material selected from silicon carbide, silicon nitride and aluminum oxide is not 
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persuasive. Firstly silicon nitride and aluminum oxide are drawn to non-elected species. 
Secondly the Japanese document clearly teaches recrystallized silicon carbide. It is 
further argued that the Japanese document fails to teach an "impurity that is one of iron, 
copper, nickel, chromium and calcium". The interpretation of this claim limitation is that 
only one of these impurities need to be in an amount less than 1ppm in view of the 
Markush terminology "one of. Also claim 33 does not limit the amount of impurity 
present. Even if iron is present in the equipment used to manufacture the. products of 
the Japanese document the claims are not considered to limit the iron content to less 
than 1 ppm. If only one of Cu, Ni, Cr or Ca is less than 1 ppm the limitation of the claim 
is considered met. Applicants have not given any reasoning why it would be expected 
why one of these elements would be present in an amount greater than 1 ppm. 

5. Claims 33-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Holmes et al (5,770,324), for reasons of record. 

Claims 33-37 do not require interconnected pores. A network of pores does not 
mean the pores are connected. The examples show impurity amounts within the scope 
of the dependent claims. 

6. Claims 14,15,23,24,30-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by 
or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Dubots et al (6,162,543), 
for reasons of record. 

Firstly it is pointed out that only claims 30-32 require interconnected pores. As to 
Dubots et al failing to teach connected pores, through out the specification the porosity 
is defined as "open", see abstract, claim 1. Open porosity has to be connected pores. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karl E. Group whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1368. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:30-4:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jerry Lorengo can be reached on 571-272-1233. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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